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By JAMES DOYLE
. Star Slaff Writer

Sen. Stuart Symington has im-
plied that classified information
was divalged by Sen. Henry M.,
“Jackson when Jackson said this
week that the Soviet Union is
preparing new offensive missiles
bigger than any in the past.

“The Nixon administration has
giverr no sigu of being upset
about the “leak,” but Symington
is.

He suggested yesterday that
administration officials planned
the leak.

Jackson, a Washington Demo-
crat, insists that “nothing I said
violates any rules of secrecy.”
He would nol say where he got
his information. Hec explained
simply, “I try to kcep. myself

_informed.”

Other somces said that the
director of the Certral Intelii-
gence Ageuncy, Richard C,
Helms, briefed members of the
Armed Services Comm ittee
about the dgtected missile siteg
al a sccret session last Thurs-
day. L

Jackson was not prezent at
that session, but-since he is a
senior and influential member of
the committes, and one who

" maintains a close rclationship
with Helms, the information
could have bccn made available
to him.

Jackson appeared on CBS
“Face the Nation” on Sunday
and told a national audience the
Russians are deploying a new
generation of missiles larger

‘than their huge 58-9s.
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The Pentagon- quickly con-|

firmed that some new construc-
tion of Soviet intercontinental
ballistic missile 51tes has been
detected.

And United Press Internation-
al reported that President Nixon
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mentioned the development the
same day when he initiated a
telephone inferview with White
House Coxreqponc’cnt Hden
Thomas.

On Tuesday, Defense Secretary | «
Melvin' R. Laird told Congiess
publicly that the Soviets had
slowed the pace of their miSsile
building, but he speculated that
an- explanation “may be that the
Soviets arc preparing to deploy
new ICBM $ystems,”

Symington, a- Missouri Demo-
crat, raised the leak issue yes-
ter day in a brief speech on the
Senate floor. Referring to the
Helms briefling, he said that So-
viet missile plans were dis-
cussedwith the Armed Services
Committee “last week in a ses-
sion secret to the point that no
record was kept.”

He said that briefing “inclu
ed for the first time purported
details of new Soviet missilery
which was not known about
when the Joint Atomic Energy
Committec was briefed the pre-
vious week on the same subject
by the same people.”

Syminglon said he was ups
about two points.

First, he said, he doesn't ac-
cept the conclusion that there’s

a new threat involved. He im-

~phed that any leak might have"
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been designed to buttress argu-
ments for the pending defcnse
buddeu

“One cannot fail to vemem
bel ' Symington said yester day
S"VC[‘I] comparable spring an-
nouncements of previous years

—in the early 19305 those thou-
sands of new long-range bomb-

ers the Soviets were going o

build, but never built; in the late
1900:; those hundxcds upon
hundreds -of long—range missiles
the Soviets were going to build
but never built,

Secondly, he says he thmks
the administration” “is playing
the game they accuse us of play-
ing.” He is chairman of a Senate
Foreign Relations subcommittee
investigating U.S. foreign policy
commitments. That panel —
which often has clashed with the
administration — has been ac-
cused in the past of leaking clas-
sificd informalion supplied by
the administration. On those
past occasions, kowever, the is-
sue generally has involved infor-
mation not regarded as favora
ble to administration views.

Last month an administration
official, John Lehman Jr. of
Henry Kissinger’s White House
staff, was quoted as telling a
group of Senate staffers that Sy-
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mington’s subcommittee staff
had leaked information to the
press after secret hearings.

The staff members denicd it.
No specific leaks were enumer-
ated by Lehman, who relused to
appear before the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee to document his
charge.

Symington is stlll upset about
Lehman's charge. He told a tele-
vision reporter yesterday, “That
so-and-so downtown accusing us
of leaking stuff., They're the
leaders.”
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